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The greatest thing about the WordPress platform is that you can extend the functionality of your site by 

adding “plugins”. 

 

According to the WordPress Codex: 

Plugins are tools to extend the functionality of WordPress. Plugins offer custom functions and features so 

that each user can tailor their site to their specific needs. 

 

But you know what a plugin is. And you know how VALUABLE the RIGHT plugin combinations can be to 

your blog. 

In fact, so many talented developers have developed plugins for DARN NEAR everything you can think of. 

If you have something that you want your blog to do, chances are someone has already created a plugin to 

accomplish that task and chances are that plugin is FREE. 

 

Free vs. Premium Plugins 

There are two different “types” of plugins available. There are FREE plugins that are found in the 

WordPress plugin repository. This is found at http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins. 

Even the most novice WordPress users are familiar in some capacity with this area.  At the time of this 

report’s creation, there are 550 pages of plugins listed and with 30 plugins per page in the default setting 

that makes roughly 18,847 available for FREE. 

Now, I tell you that not to show off my brilliant math skills. I share that to tell the core reason for this 

product and the other volumes of this product yet to come. 

 

There are so many AWESOME plugins out there that are free to use and knowing how to use them can 

save you a TON of money. 

If you are like me, you are always looking for the latest “premium” WordPress plugin that will solve 

global warming or achieve peace in the Middle East. 

If you take the time to get to know some of these FANTASTIC free plugins that are in the WordPress 

repository you will find a gold mine of hidden treasure that can take your site to new heights. Nine times 

out of ten, there is an existing plugin that will do what the new shiny EXPENSIVE plugin will do. 

By getting to know every nook and cranny of the WordPress Repository first, you can save a bundle of 

money without sacrificing functionality. 

 

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins


How this report is structured 

I have put together this report in such a way that you can access the data you need RIGHT AWAY and save 

the stuff that doesn’t concern you for another time. 

I have profiled in order the 20 most popular plugins in the repository at the time of this writing. As it is 

always changing and in flux, this order probably won’t be the same when you compare this document to 

the repository when you get it. 

Never the less, it represents and accurate snapshot of the top 20 plugins and one moment in time and 

they are talked about in that order. 

I also try to structure each profile by asking 3 basic questions: 

 WHAT does the plugin do? – Every plugin has a certain function or function(s) that it provides. I 

try to get to the essence of the plugin very quickly and succinctly. 

 HOW is the plugin configured? – Some plugins work “right out of the box” as they say and you 

don’t have to tweak the settings or configure them in any way. Others are quite complicated to set 

up. I try to show the most effective way in my opinion to get the plugin working at full force. 

 WHY do you need this plugin? – Let’s face it, some plugins are for show, some plugins are needed 

by everyone and some perform highly specialized functions that only advanced WordPress users 

will find useful. I examine the WHY’S as well as if there are any other plugins that provide similar 

functionality and therefore why this plugin should be chosen over the competitors. 

 

I will also try to provide screen shots of important details when applicable to make this document a real 

companion to the bonus videos provided. 

These two facets of this product will hopefully give you an excellent benchmark of each plugin. You many 

find different features that you have never used on a plugin that you ALWAYS use. 

You may learn of new plugins that will make your site better. 

You may find another alternative to a plugin you have been using for years, one that will also make your 

site better. 

Either way, I am confident that this report, as well as the accompanying video set will: 

 Save You Money 

 Enhance Your WP Plugin Knowledge 

 Make your Site better. 

 



Popular Plugin Profile #1 

Akismet 
 

WHAT:  

This is a plugin that comes with the basic WordPress install. It protects your site from comment and trackback 

spam. 

 

HOW: 

After activating this plugin, you need to get an Akismet API key. Simply click the link on the plugin page and 

you will be taken to a page that looks like this: 

 

Click the fancy blue button and you will be given a choice of options. The free option is good enough for most 

so click that button, sign up and you will be given an API key.  



 

Go back to your site and in the Akismet settings area, enter the code you have been given and update options.  

 

WHY: 

Spam is the bane of everyone who is online. If your site is setup with WordPress, I guarantee you that it will be 

bombarded with spam eventually. Having this plugin configured correctly will block almost all of it, freeing you 

to create the site of your dreams. 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 2 

Contact Form 7 
 

WHAT: 

Contact Form 7 is a plugin that creates a basic contact form on your site. 

 

HOW: 

To create a form, simply click on the Contact link that is now on your main Dashboard dropdown bar after 

install. Click the Add New button to create a new Contact Form. 

 

This will create a basic Contact form with a few default fields such as Name, Email, Subject and Message. It can 

also include one of those CAPTCHA boxes if you install another plugin. 

If you do install the Really Simple Captcha plugin and I highly recommend that you do if you use Contact Form 

7, you click the dropdown arrow in the Generate Tag and click CAPTCHA.  

You copy and paste the two CAPTCHA codes provided and paste them above the “submit” code and click save. 

Make sure you copy and paste BOTH CAPTCHA codes and paste them as show in the image below. 



 

Always check to make sure your email address in the box is the correct one and click save. 

 

When you have the form completed, you will have a code that you must copy. Take that and create a Contact 

Us page for your site. Make sure you switch to the HTML tab in the WYSIWYG editor and paste the code you 

just created in the editor. Click Save and then test your form. Make sure you receive email that you just sent 

yourself. 

 

WHY: 

Every site needs a way for readers and users to communicate with you. A simple Contact form like the ones 

you can create with Contact Form 7 is a perfect solution. Choose either this on or Fast Secure Contact Form 

and implement a Contact page right away.  



Popular Plugin Profile #3 

WordPress Importer 
 

WHAT: 

Many themes come with dummy content that you can upload and get running right away. The WordPress 

Importer will help you install an XML file to your site. 

 

HOW: 

Underneath the menu item TOOLS on your Dashboard toolbar, click Import. You will see this screen: 

 

Click the link called “WordPress” and you will be taken to this screen: 

 



Simply browse to your file and click Upload file and import. It will ask you who to attribute the existing posts, 

pages and content to. There will be a dropdown menu box showing all the current users you have. Normally 

this will be just one, whatever username you add at site creation time. 

Click the Update, it will upload the content and if successful, you will receive a message that says, “All done, 

have fun!” 

 

WHY: 

The ability to add dummy content is a HUGE timesaver and knowing how to do this is important to the 

process. This plugin will help you import files, namely the XML file you need, to your site. It isn’t just used for 

dummy XML content, but in my opinion, that is the main way you will use it.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 4 

NextGEN Gallery 
 

WHAT: 

NextGEN Gallery is a plugin that helps you create a photo gallery for your site. It has many advanced features 

and is very popular because it is free. 

 

HOW: 

After install you will see the menu link on the Dashboard toolbar. Clicking the arrow will show you all the 

options that come with this plugin and they are many. To get started, just click Add Gallery/Images. 

You will be taken to a screen looking like this: 

 

You have 4 tabs on this screen, Upload Images, Add new gallery, Upload a Zip-File and Import image folder. To 

create the first gallery, click Add new gallery. You will now see a screen like below: 



 

Give the gallery a name and click Add gallery. Note where the default gallery is stored. Usually, the path is 

…wp-content/gallery and then it creates a folder with whatever name you just gave it. 

You will be automatically taken to the Upload Images screen where you can choose to upload the images 

individually. If you want to scale the images as you add them one by one, click the box. Make sure you select 

the correct gallery from the drop down found in the “in to” section. Upload by clicking the blue button. 

 

 

Please note the box at the top that gives you the short code for this gallery. Every gallery you create has a 

number assigned to it. The proper short code format for this plugin is [nggallery id=1] or whatever number 

gallery you are on. Pay attention to this as you will need it later. 



You may not want to upload images one by one. If not, there are two other options. Click on the Upload a Zip-

File link and you will see this screen: 

 

Browse to the file you want to upload or enter a Zip-File URL and make sure you select the proper gallery from 

the dropdown box in the “in to” section. Note there usually is a very low file size limit your server imposes at 

the start. To increase this limit, please refer to the Appendix of this book for a bonus chapter on how to do just 

that! The other option is to import and image folder via your FTP program. This is very easy to do. Click the link 

that says Import image folder and you will be taken to a page like below: 

 

 



Pay close attention to the server path as this is where you want to put your folder. As mentioned before, it is 

usually wp-content/gallery. Upload your folder to the proper location using the FTP program of your choice. I 

use FileZilla and so this is a piece of cake for me. 

Once uploaded you will be able to work with Manage the Gallery which is where we are headed next. 

This plugin has many features and it could be an entire information product in itself to describe them all. I am 

going to focus on just a couple. 

Clicking Manage Gallery from the link on the Dashboard, you can now click on any gallery created. You should 

be at a screen like the one below: 

 

I only have one gallery with any images added so clicking “sample-pictures” will bring up this screen where I 

can tweak and edit all sorts of individual settings for each specific picture in the gallery. 

 



Don’t forget to save the changes you made. I am going to end by sharing a couple of other quick points and 

encourage you to examine all sorts of settings in the plugin if you are interested. 

There are a number of options to be tweak and find that under “Options” in the dropdown on the main 

Dashboard. If you want a broad, quick Overview of your galleries and images, that is the first link in the drop 

down. You can tag anything and add galleries to Albums if you like. 

To display a gallery on a page, simply copy the short code for the gallery, (remember me saying we would 

come back to that?) and create a page where you want your gallery to be displayed. Using the HTML tab in the 

WYSIWYG editor (NOT the Visual tab) just paste the short code (usually [nggallery id=1]) and Update the page. 

You now have a basic image gallery on your site.  

 

WHY: 

The internet is a visual medium and the ability to display an image gallery is critical for many sites. Some 

themes come with a built in gallery manager, but if not, this free plugin is a very popular alternative to the 

many expensive Gallery plugins on the market. 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 5 

All in One SEO Pack 
 

WHAT: 

Managing your “on site” optimization has never been easier thanks to this plugin. After install, you will now 

have an area on each page and post to enter all sorts of meta tags, descriptions and keywords to help search 

engines spiders find your site. There are some global settings to manage as well giving a website creator a nice 

leg up when it comes to search engine optimization. 

 

HOW: 

After initial install, you get an ugly warning message encouraging you to set your global settings. Click the link and you 

will be taken to a screen like the one below: 

 

Donate if you like, enable the plugin and enter the Home Page Title, Home Description and Home Keywords in 

the appropriate boxes. There is a lot of other information and tweaks but I usually leave them alone. Click 

save. 

Now on each page and post you will see a box like the one below: 



 

At the page and post level, add a Title, Description and some Keywords. You can also check the box to disable 

this feature on the particular page/post. Keep in mind, all keywords need to be separated with commas and 

there is a ton to learn about proper keyword research and how to format your Titles and Descriptions for 

maximum impact. Please do a better job than what I did above! 

Click Update to update the page or post and your All in One SEO Pack will add all that SEO stuff for you. 

 

WHY: 

Search Engine Optimization is a must and either this plugin or the WordPress SEO plugin by Yoast NEEDS to be 

added to your site right away and you need to add the appropriate Titles, Descriptions and Keywords to your 

pages and posts right from the start to garner any possibly SEO boost you can.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 6 

gtrans 

 

WHAT: 

GTranslate is a plugin that helps you translate your WordPress site into different languages.  

 

HOW: 

Find GTranslate under Settings. You can customize the default language for the widget.  

Then you need to drag the widget found in the Widget area to a position you choose in your side bar. Click 

save and close and then navigate back to your site to make sure it is working. 

 

Now when a visitor is on your site, they can select any language they want to view your site in from a 

dropdown box and the Google translate feature will spring into action. 



 

There are almost too many languages to name here, but Google Translate will do the jobs will all the “major” 

language translations such as Spanish, French, Japanese, Chinese, Russian, Arabic and many others. 

 

WHY: 

This is one of those plugins to file in the “why not?” category. It uses very few resources and allows your site 

to be viewed in darn near any language.  

 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 7 

Google XML Sitemap 

 

WHAT: 

This plugin builds a “Google spider friendly” XML site map for your site. Simply put, it helps Google index your 

site and get you better search engine rankings. 

 

HOW: 

I suggest generating your sitemap AFTER you have everything setup the way you would like it at least initially. 

You have many different options so you can control exactly what you want to put in your sitemap and 

consequently on Google’s radar. 

 

In the basic options you can edit the way the plugin in builds your sitemap and set the sites to notify when 

your build changes. These sites include Google, Bing, and Ask.com. 

The advanced options allow you to limit the number of posts in the sitemap and increase the memory limit of 

the sitemap as well. 

You have the ability to include, exclude and set the priority of your pages. Most of these setting defaults are 

fine in the beginning so I don’t mess with them much. The plugin settings page has links to some excellent 

documentation if you want to learn more about customizing your Google XML sitemap. 



 

WHY: 

Search engine optimization is critical for success and all reports indicate that having a sitemap will help Google 

index your site faster and if done correctly, it will help you rise in the search engine rankings. There are other 

sitemap creators out there, namely the one I discovered in the WordPress SEO by Yoast plugin, but this is 

generates an XML-Sitemap of your site compliant with Google, Yahoo, MSN Search and Ask.com 

 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 8 

Really Simple Captcha 

 

WHAT: 

This plugin, when installed helps you add those really cute CAPTCHA boxes to forms for validation. It primarily 

integrates with the Contact Form 7 plugin. 

 

HOW: 

Once installed, create a contact page as shown in the Contact Form 7 chapter.When you click the Generate 

Tab dropdown box, you will have a CAPTCHA option available as shown below: 

 

Simply click CAPTCHA and you will be taken to a page that looks like this: 

 

 

 



Simply copy the TWO captcha codes generated. Make sure you copy and paste them BOTH and paste them 

above the submit tag on the left side of your page where the Form information is. When done correctly, your 

code will look like the picture below: 

 

Save and when you paste your contact short code in a page you will find the 4 letter CAPTCHA box has been 

added. 

 

WHY: 

Bots are everywhere and fighting the never ending battle against spam is a worthy cause. If 

you use Contact Form 7 as your main contact form, then this plugin is a MUST.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 9 

Google Analytics for WordPress 

 

WHAT: 

Google Analytics is a service provided by Google to help provide visitor stats for your site. Sign up is simple and 

then when you add this plugin, you can add all sorts of customization and track different categories and tags. 

 

HOW: 

After install, you can find Google Analytics for WordPress under the Settings dropdown menu. Clicking it will 

take you to a page like the one below where you will need to select the correct Analytics profile to track and 

then verify it with Google Analytics. 

 

You can now select all sorts of custom variables to track including Logged in Users, Post types, Authors, Tags, 

Categories and more. Do that in the section pictured below: 



 

Other customization modules exist including an Advanced Settings tab, an Internal Link Tracking tab and a 

Debug Mode if you are so inclined. These defaults are usually good for me so I leave them alone but mess with 

them a little if you need more customization. 

 

WHY: 

Being able to track your visitors is critical to your success. Google Analytics provides a great 

free tool to do just that. This plugin will extend the functionality of Google Analytics and help 

you analyze things as deeply as you like. Many themes come with an area to paste Google 

Analytics code to provide basic visitor stats and info. This plugin takes things the next step.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 10 

Sociable 

 

WHAT: 

Sociable is a plugin designed to let your visitors share your site content with different social networking sites. 

It puts a graphic at the end of each post according to what plugins you want to show. 

 

HOW: 

After install, Sociable will now have its own special area on the Dashboard. It will have three different 

dropdown options. The first will allow you to select which Sociable plugin to use. Your choices are Skyscraper 

Sociable and Sociable Classic which is the one most people know that adds graphics at the bottom of each 

post. If you select Classic, you can tweak your options in the Sociable Option screen like the one below: 

 

You can also select where to put the Sociable Classic images on your site. Standard usage is on Posts only, but 

as you can see from the image below, you can put it almost anywhere. 



 

Two other options exist including General Settings and a section to “activate” the Classic version. I generally 

leave the general settings alone but you can add your own image icons if you like. There is a preview area up 

top where you can see what it will look like when implemented. 

If you want to use the Skyscraper Option, there is a dropdown link on the Dashboard for that. Clicking that will 

take you to the screen below: 

 



You can adjust size, color and all sorts of things. Make sure you enter your social site info in the boxes show 

below: 

 

 

The skyscraper option makes a nice addition to your sidebar if you want to display your social networks and 

encourage sharing content that way. 

 

WHY: 

There are many reasons why a plugin like this is valuable. The sharing feature allows readers to 

share your content to their friends via their social networking sites with the click of a button. 

Users can allow connect with you via YOUR social networking sites so it is a “win-win” for all.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 11 

WP-PageNavi 

 

WHAT: 

WP-PageNavi is a plugin that adds a more advance paging navigation interface. It generates fancy pagination 

links in your theme allowing visitor to move around your site easier. 

 

HOW: 

After install, simple find WP-PageNavi under Settings. Clicking the link will take you to a screen like the one 

below where you can adjust the page navigation text. I usually leave that alone. 

 

There is also a section like the page shown below where you can adjust the options. These options include the 

number of Pages to Show, the style of Navigation and changing the size of the page numbers shown. 



 

Most of these options work right out of the box and I rarely change the default settings. You will really notice 

this plugin when your site has many pages and you will find that this comes in quite handy. 

 

WHY: 

Making your site navigation as easy as possible is important and this plugin is very well 

respected. Many themes have this already built in, but if yours does not, adding WP-PageNavi 

will help your readers get around your site more efficiently.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 12 

WordPress SEO by Yoast 

 
WHAT: 

Wordpress SEO by Yoast is an SEO plugin and yet it is so much more. There is a cool introductory tour to follow 

when you install it. Find the link on the Dashboard with its own entry titled SEO. 

 

HOW: 

Dashboard: The WordPress SEO Dashboard lets you control the basic settings such as for which post types 

and taxonomies to show the WordPress SEO controls. There are other advanced Webmaster Tools that 

include the tools from both Bing and Google. 

Titles: Here is where you set up the templates for the titles of your posts and pages. Since search engines 

place a great deal of importance on titles, take time to set this up. 

Indexation: This features indexation rules to help you disallow search engines from indexing certain things. 

You can block all kinds of things such as category archives and author archives. This section also allows you to 

tweak the Robots Meta Settings and it cleans up the <head> section of your blog. 

Social: This allows you to Add OpenGraph meta data to your site’s <head> section. You can access your 

Facebook Insights for your site as long as you specify a Facebook Admin. 

XML Sitemaps: Checking a button will enable XML sitemap functionality similar to the Google XML sitemap 

plugin. 

Permalinks: A very import part of every site is how you handle and manage the permalink settings and it 

redirects attachment URL’s to parent post URL’s when needed.  

Internal Links: This enables a Breadcrumbs feature much like a popular plugin found later in the 

countdown.  It will also give you freedom to change the separator between breadcrumbs, adjust the anchor 

text and change all sorts of prefixes. Many template companies use Breadcrumbs such as WOO Themes and 

the Genesis Framework. 

RSS: This feature will automatically add content to your RSS feed and help you add links back to your site and 

blog posts. This can give you a boost and identify you as the original source of the content. Gain backlinks from 

people who steal your content. 

Import: If you have used another SEO plugin in the past, this will allow you to import all the date from those 

plugins. It will save you a TON of time. 



Edit Files: Here is what makes this plugin valuable. It brings up a box where you can edit your .htacess file. 

For those advanced users and security conscious, it is a powerful thing. If you don’t know about how to 

implement an .htaccess file then don’t worry about it for now. Just trust me when I say that this is a cool thing. 

Here is what the plugin adds to the bottom of each post: 

 

WHY: 

Of all the plugins I profiled for this product, WordPress SEO by Yoast impressed me the most. (I 

didn’t mean to make that rhyme…) Seriously, I was always an All in One SEO Pack guy but this 

plugin gives you so much more. 

 It does even BETTER SEO with a very visual template so you can see what your posts will look 

like, it basically replaces the Google XML sitemap and builds a sitemap for you. 

But I will be honest, the thing that really floats my boat here is the .htaccess file section that 

allows you to add addition security and SEO measures to your .htaccess file.  

I never really knew why this was so important and if you don’t, that is okay. I am going to 

include a short video on what it is and what it does along with this course. 

I have now made the switch on all my sites and I am now a YOASTER!  



Popular Plugin Profile # 13 

WPtouch 

 
WHAT: 

WPtouch is a plugin designed to format your site with a mobile theme for mobile and tablet visitors allowing 

you to create stunning mobile and iPad versions of your website. 

 

HOW: 

It detects devices like iPhones, iPads, Android and more and serves them the optimized themes instead of 

your regular desktop theme.  

You can customize many aspects of your site’s appearance in the admin panel found under Settings. Visitors 

can also switch between WPtouch view and regular view. 

 

There are many other advanced options allowing fantastic customization. You can also send “push” 

notifications, change the style & color, customize the icons, and manage Google Adsense and track stats. 

There is an extensive list of icons and Pages + Icons to be set as well.  

The customization features are almost overwhelming and will take some time to get to know. 



 

WHY: 

Everything is going mobile these days and a savvy web designer realizes this and makes plans to do something 

about it. This plugin, while very complex, offers a simple solution to “automatically” convert your site to a 

readable format when a smart phone or an iPad attempts to connect with it. 

I finally get why this is so valuable and I am going to take the time to learn the settings and make a basic, 

mobile ready version of my sites from now one. Once you get your settings correct, it is pretty much “set it 

and forget it.”  

I like that.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 14 

Fast Secure Contact Form 

 
WHAT: 

This plugin is a contact form plugin that allows visitors to send a quick message. It also blocks common spam 

tactics by including a CAPTCHA built right into the plugin and has Akismet support as well. It also has very 

customizable features to allow for all manner of user input and you can redirect users when they finish. 

 

HOW: 

It allows you to create up to 4 forms from the start. Give it a label, change the welcome introduction (or not), 

make sure the email address it is going to is correct (takes your default address) and allows you to change the 

subject prefix. 

 

The next sections are for further customization and they include auto responder integration, Akismet and 

CAPTCHA blocking and the ability to add all sorts of standard fields with different types attached such as radio 

buttons, check boxes and text areas. It comes with 4 default fields, Name, Email, Subject and Message. 



 

It has a feature that you can incorporate it with something called vCita which allows scheduling of 

appointments. 

 

You simply add your forms to a page, post or widget by entering in a short code which is formatted like this: 

[si-contact-form form='1'] 

The number changes to reflect which of the 4 forms you want to show. If you have only created one form, you 

only need to use “1”. 



WHY: 

Every site needs a contact page and/or somewhere for users to reach out and ask questions, send feedback or 

purchase services. I have to be honest; I was always a Contact Form 7 guy simply because it was the first one I 

learned how to implement.  

After seeing what this plugin has to offer, it comes with CAPTCHA built in, allows much more flexibility in 

terms of customization and the ease of use, I may be making a switch. 

On a personal note, I did have a question awhile back regarding something about this plugin(so long ago I even 

forgot the question…) and I sent a support request to the main site.  

I was blown away that I actually got a response from someone answering my question. Great support + extra 

functionality = a winning plugin in my book.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 15 

WP Super Cache 

 
WHAT: 

This plugin generates html files from your pages and are shown directly without having to process PHP scripts. 

It is designed to be a static caching plugin to help you speed up a WordPress site. 

 

HOW: 

WP Super Cache has many great features and you need to learn a little bit before you can set it up. You are 

taken to the basic settings page for WP Super Cache which looks like this: 

 

Super Cache is pretty good about providing error messages and telling you what to do when  using the Easy 

tab. The key thing to remember here is to make sure the Caching radio button is set to “Caching On”. 

There is also a Cache tester button where you test your cached website by clicking a button. 

You can also delete cached pages easily using this screen below: 



 

The advanced tab is just that, advanced features that allow very specific tweaking of WP-Super Cache. 

 

When I implement WP-Super Cache, I find the Easy settings to be quite enough for me, but the advanced 

settings allow for Expiry Time & Garbage Collection control among other things. 

 

WHY: 

Speeding up your WordPress site is a MUST. You MUST uses either this plugin or W3 Total Cache or another 

just like it to do so. Constant queries to your PHP code will slow down your site, ESPECIALLY if you have huge 

amounts of traffic at one time.  

Taking time to learn the ins and out of whatever plugin you choose is time well spent in making your site a 

better one.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 16 

Tiny MCE Advanced 

 
WHAT: 

This plugin add more buttons and features to the basic WordPress WYSIWYG editor.  

 

HOW: 

After plugin install, navigate to Settings and then Tiny MCE Advanced. You need to then drag and drop your 

new features onto the four lines of your current editor. You can move things around to your liking. 

 

WHY: 

A plugin like this is a MUST because the default editor that comes with the WordPress installation is very basic. 

Keep in mind that certain themes may add item to this editor and other plugins can add buttons and 

functionality as well. Use TinyMCE Advanced to make sure your WYSIWYG area is both tidy and powerful. 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 17 

Image Widget 

 
WHAT: 

This plugin adds a simple widget to your Widget area that allows you to add images to display on the sidebar 

area of your site. 

 

HOW: 

After installing this plugin you will now have a new widget to drag into a spot on your site. Drag the Image 

Widget to the right and place it where you want it. In my case, I want it in the Global Sidebar. 

 

A menu opens up and you can add an image, caption it, select where it will go when you click it and adjust the 

alignment and specs. (Width, Height) 

Save and Close. It is very simple. 

 

WHY: 

Nothing fancy here, just a simple plugin designed to help you add an image to your sidebar and link to an offer 

page or wherever you want to take your viewer.  



Popular Plugin Profile # 18 

Add Link to Facebook 

 
WHAT: 

This plugin will allow you to create a post or page on your blog and with just a click of a button, it will add a 

link to your Facebook wall. It is a timesaver if you want to connect your blog to the social media platform that 

is Facebook. 

 

HOW: 

First off, the settings link to this plugin is not found where you think it might be. It is found under the TOOLS 

drop down menu. Clicking that will take you to the main settings area picture below: 

 

It is simple 5 step process and there is a Setup Guide that says it is “fairly self-explanatory” but trust me, you 

are going to screw it up a few times before you get it right. It isn’t hard, just a few steps and bouncing back 

and forth between your site and your Facebook App which you are about to create. 

Step One: Click on the “Click Here to create” to be taken to the developer’s page on Facebook. That is found 

at developers.facebook.com. You want to navigate to the App button at the top right hand corner, click it and 

then CREATE A NEW APP. 

 



 

Step Two: Create the App by giving it a name, filling out the little CAPTCHA image. Once you have created 

the APP, you need to copy the red URL from the plugin page (usually just your Site URL) and paste it…PAY 

ATTENTION HERE. 

 

In the area which says “Select How Your App integrates with Facebook”. In that area you want the first listing 

which is “Website”. Paste your red URL here and then save. 

 

Step Three: Copy your App ID and App Secret codes from your Facebook app and past them into the 

appropriate place on your site. It is VERY important you get this exactly right. Don’t accidentally copy down 

the ID and Secret of a previous app. Every app you create has a different app ID and Secret.  



 

Step Four: Press the save button to save it. Sounds stupid, I know but many people forget this step and they 

have to go back again. 

Step Five: Cross your fingers and hit the Authorize button. With any luck it will authorize the first time and 

you are set.  

 

From now on, all your posts and pages will have an extra box added to the Publish area shown below: 

 

WHY: 

Social media is hot and Facebook is king. To save time, you can integrate your posts and pages into your 

Facebook wall with this plugin. There are a lot of step to go through, and while not difficult, it can be 

frustrating to set up. 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 19 

Yet Another Related Post Plugin 

 

WHAT: 

This plugin puts a list of posts or pages related to the current entry directing the reader to other relevant 

content on your site. It features and advanced algorithm that considers post titles, content, tags and 

categories to calculate a “match score”. 

 

HOW: 

This plugin’s settings are found under the Settings dropdown. The main thing to be aware of is that you need 

to pull down the Screen Options tab and check the boxes marked “The Pool” and “Relatedness” options in 

order to tweak the algorithm. Check out the picture below: 

 

The other cool function of this plugin is that you can use a template to display how the related posts are 

displayed on your site. The only tricky part here is that you must install the templates provided in the right 

folder. Simply copy the YARPP Templates found in a folder in your wp-content/plugins/yet-another-related-

posts-plugin and then past them in your CURRENT THEME folder.  

Whatever theme your blog is using at the time, simply put these templates, without the folder, in the main 

template folder and they will show up in the dropdown box when tweaking your YARPP settings.  

  



 

For example, I am using a theme called Corporate. It is found at …/wp-content/themes/Corporate. I just past 

those templates in the Corporate folder and I am good to go. 

 

WHY: 

The bottom line with a site is that you want to keep people on your site for as long as possible. By included 

other relevant content at the end of each post or page, the user of your site can continue on and read more 

about what interests them. 

The algorithm can be tweaked to your satisfaction offering a great deal of flexibility and if you go the template 

route, how you will have great control on how you display your related posts. 

  



Popular Plugin Profile # 20 

Jetpack 

 
WHAT:  

Jetpack is a plugin that says it supercharges your self-hosted WordPress site with the cloud power of 

WordPress.com. 

I am not all that familiar with WordPress.com but I will give it the benefit of the doubt and say that it does. 

What is interesting is that this plugin was really hot for a short time, then dropped like a stone and now has 

only 3 starts to its credit. 

It has many features that will be discussed in the HOW section. 

 

HOW: 

Subscriptions: Lets you allow users to subscribe to your posts comments to receive a notification email. 

There is a nifty widget in the Widget area called Blog Subscriptions (Jetpack) that you put in your sidebar that 

will let users subscribe using their email to your blog. In action, the widget looks like this below: 

 

WordPress.com Stats: Using a clear and attractive interface, JetPack provides simple, concise site stats 

with no addition load on your server. It is found on the Dashboard under the JetPack dropdown. Clicking it 

brings up a window that looks like the one below: 



 

Sharing: This feature allows the sharing of your posts with Twitter, Facebook and a bunch of other services. 

There are many services included such as: Twitter, Facebook, Reddit, StumbleUpon, PressThis, Digg, LinkedIn, 

Google +1, Print and Email. You can also define your own services. You must drag and drop to enable each 

service before it becomes live and you find the Sharing menu underneath the Settings dropdown menu. The 

sharing page looks like the one below: 

 

Spelling and Grammar: A cool function that uses a proofreading service to improve your writing by finding 

errors and offering smart suggestions. The service is called After the Deadline and you edit the customization 

options in your profile: 



 

VaultPress: A real time backup and security scanning solution for your WordPress site. It is a paid feature via 

monthly subscription. The subscription plans are $15 for the Basic, $40 for the Premium and $350 for the 

Enterprise. It looks like a great idea but the plans seem very pricey to me. 

 

Gravatar Hovercards: This feature shows a pop-up business card of your site users’ Gravatar profiles in the 

comments section. A very cool visual feature if more people were using Gravatar:  

 



WP.me Shortlinks: Here is something I really like. A link shortening service built right into your site. It uses 

the wp.me domain name and gives a unique URL that is both reliable and safe. There is a button next to the 

view post options that says GET SHORTLINK. Clicking that will turn that post’s link into something shorter and 

easy to use. 

 

Shortcode Embeds: We all know how great short codes are. They allow us to embed media in a safe and 

easy manner. Sites like YouTube, Flicker, Vimeo and others are supported. 

 

Extra Sidebar Widgets: Included in your Widget area, Jetpack puts some great extra widgets include an 

Image widget, a Twitter updates widget and your site’s RSS links. These widgets are easy to configure and go 

in your sidebar as neat as you please. 

 



Beautiful Math: For math geeks, you can markup your posts with the LaTeX markup language. Since I don’t 

even know what that is or why you would want to use it, I am not going to delve into it any further. If you are 

a math geek, I am guessing you are not reading this product anyway, Chances are you are solving some chaos 

string theory equations at MIT and blogging is the last thing on your mind. 

 

WHY: 

 Okay, when looking deeper into this plugin there is WAY more than meets the eye. I see it around the 

repository but I never give it a second glance because I thought it was too complicated or it would take too 

long to master. 

Not so in both cases and this plugin will provide similar functionality as other plugins in the top 20. The stats 

program, while not as robust as Google Analytics, offers a simple solution and has great stats. The Image 

Widget is the same if not better than plugin #17 in our countdown.  

The subscription box is nice and provides functionality that the contact forms do, and the Sharing option is 

similar to Sociable. The grammar function is interesting and while I will never use VaultPress or the Gravatar 

Hovercards, the Shortcodes and the Shortlink features are nice. 

All in all, reserve judgment on this and give it a try. I am going to start installing it on all my sites and play 

around at length with the features. 

  



Conclusion 
 

There you have it, the 20 most popular WordPress plugins at the time of this writing. 

 

I am sure the order has changed by now but one thing is certain, there will ALWAYS be certain TYPES of 

plugins at the top of this repository ALWAYS. 

First off, Akismet will always be number one because it comes with the basic WordPress installation. It 

provided an important function as everyone HATES spam. But most important, it is easy to configure and use. 

It is no surprise to me that there are two different SEO plugins in the top 20. The two in question, All in One 

SEO Pack and WordPress SEO by Yoast are both excellent plugins and you MUST have a plugin to enhance your 

SEO. 

The question is which one of those is for you? Before I wrote this report, I was an All in One guy but to be 

honest, I am going to be trying out Yoast’s plugin for a bit. I will let you know how it goes! 

Also not a surprise is the fact that there are two contact form plugins in the top 20. Very important for your 

blog readers to contact you and these two plugins do a great job. 

I have always been a Contact Form 7 guy, but give Fast Secure Contact form a look. It has advanced features 

and can turn into a really nice tool for gathering information from a user with its advanced fields and settings. 

 

An XML Sitemap is a must for search engines to spider. The popular one Google XML Sitemaps gets a lot of use 

but the XML Sitemap feature in the Yoast SEO plugin offers similar functionality and should be looked at as 

well. 

Navigation options are well represented with two excellent and popular plugins, WP-PageNavi and YARPP are 

very popular and many themes come integrated with them already. If you have a large site with many posts, 

these two plugins are invaluable. 

The jury is still out for me on a couple of these plugins. 

First off, I have been looking all over for a great WP Image Gallery solution and I have messed around with 

NextGEN Gallery quite a bit. I did learn a few new things writing this report but I have to admit it doesn’t blow 

my hair back. 

The same holds true for Jetpack. On the surface, the features it provides look awesome, but the ratings are 

low and I need more time using it to determine if it is right for me. Still, this report provides a nice overview of 

the functionality of that plugin and I hope you take the time to get to know it. 

Social networking is hot and getting hotter every day. Two very popular plugins aim to take advantage of that 

and help you get “connected” to your social networks and use them to your full advantage. 



Sociable is a great thing to have at the bottom of your posts so users can spread your words virally. Add a Link 

to Facebook does just that, and helps you put your site posts on Facebook for your Facebook friends and fans 

to see. That saves you a nice chunk of time having to recreate what you just wrote on your site. 

There are several plugins that are cool but I may never use. You may be using them all the time. 

I don’t translate on my site so gtrans isn’t a staple of my WordPress installations nor is WP Touch which helps 

your theme go mobile. But looking into them more, if you need that, these plugins appear AWESOME and 

something you should get to know more. And besides, once you add theme to your site and do just a couple of 

setting tweaks, you can pretty much forget about them and just enjoy the extra functionality they provide. 

 

I hope you learned something new with this product. I hope you met some old friends and found ways to 

make “old dogs” do a few “new tricks.” Perhaps this report just further solidified your plugin choices for your 

sites or perhaps after reading this or view a video, you decided to make a switch.  

Hopefully this report saved you money in the fact that you didn’t need to buy that expensive Form creating 

plugin or the latest SEO enhancing plugin. 

Either way, I hope you found value in this but know that this is only the first volume of what I hope to be 

MANY editions of Popular Plugin Profiles. If readers respond and the buzz is good, I will keep cranking these 

out, 20 plugins at a time. Of course, the deep I go into the list, the more you will learn and the more cool 

things I will unearth. 

I hope that you will come along on this journey with me. I firmly believe that “money saved is money earned.” 

 

May your blogs be bountiful, 

 

Gavin Jerome 

www.popularpluginprofiles.com 

support@popularpluginprofiles.com 

 

  

http://www.popularpluginprofiles.com/


Appendix 
Bonus Video 

 

When trying to implement different features of many of these plugins, I stumbled across problems, learned 

lessons and found out some generally cool stuff that I want to share with you as “bonus” items. You will find a 

quick rundown of those items below. 

Increase Upload Limit 

I will be honest with you, I STRUGGLE with this. After initial install, most of my blogs allow only 2MG uploads. 

You have encountered this before, I am sure. I tried and tried to find a simple way to change this. Every place I 

looked told me something different and told me to add this to that and still nothing worked.  

Then I FOUND THE SOLUTION. 

I have a created a bonus PHP.ini file with all the important information. The key thing is to put it in the right 

place. 

Upload this file to the wp-admin directory of your site. THAT IS IMPORTANT and make sure you get it right. 

Refresh and voila’, you now have increased your upload limit to 100 mgs. I think this one bonus is worth the 

entire price of this product. For me it would have been…perhaps you knew this already.  


